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Directive # 10 

 While Anglican Bishop Jane Alexander of Edmonton was speaking on our theme at a 

luncheon, she threw out this challenge to us” The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has sent me 

to…” How will you finish this sentence? 

This year our National Chairperson Fran Lucas has asked us to concentrate our efforts in 

three areas. One area is the Environment by focusing on water. Another is Health by becoming 

aware of and acting on mental health issues. The third is the practice of Catholic education 

across Canada. 

 

Environment 

 For information on how your parishes can choose better ecological practices and educate 

your members go to greenchurches.ca. Here are a few questions some of your members may find 

answers to and report their findings at future meetings: 

  Why does Canada not have a national water strategy?  

What is the effect of retreating glaciers on the water supply?  

How is water being affected by industrial pollution along river, such as fracking, oil and gas 

drilling, hydroelectric developments? 

Why do nearly 2000 communities in Canada live under boil water advisories? 

 (This is a good way to involve your younger members)Provincial Chairperson Wilma 

Vanderzwaag’s current directive offers more information. 

 

Education 

 When our members become more educated we will all benefit. Supporting the National 

Bursary Fund aids members in pursuing qualifications in spiritual growth, adult faith formation, 

and youth ministry, ministry to patients in palliative care or to shut-ins, parliamentary procedure 

or literacy tutoring. 

 The website www.togetherinfaith.ca promotes Catholic Education in Ontario. Remember 

Catholic education is a gift. Don’t take it for granted. Find out your members of parliament’s 

stand on Catholic education.  (At local, provincial and national levels) 

 

Health 

 A year long program on mental health issues has begun. Resolution 2015.01 Increased 

Early Access and Intervention to Children and Youth Mental Health Services has been actioned. 

http://www.togetherinfaith.ca/
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We need to continue to lobby the Federal government on access to youth suicide prevention 

initiatives and for appropriate supports. 

 

 The Euthanasia Prevention Coalition needs to remain a focus. You can order pamphlets 

or DVD’s. The Caring Not Killing pamphlet can be ordered ($25.00/100 copies) 

The Euthanasia Coalition has a monthly newsletter and for more information find them at 

www.epcc.ca. 

 

 Dr. Andrew P.W. Bennett is speaking on Restoring Human Dignity: Martyrdom of Public 

Faith. He discusses how Catholics need to take bolder steps in affirming through a vibrant public 

faith. The lecture is presented by Canadian Bioethics Institute.  There is no cost and you can find 

out more on bioethics.usmc@toronto.ca or call 416 353-4224. 

 

 Our provincial council is asking us to consider projects for the betterment of the 

homeless. What better time of year to think about this.  Mary and Joseph on their journey to 

Bethlehem had difficulty finding lodgings when the Christ child was to be born. Hopefully we 

will think of those who have so much less than us. 

    

Remember that Jesus is the                    

Reason for the Season! 

 

Don’t be afraid to Wish Everyone 

       Merry Christmas!! 
     

   Denise Morris 

http://www.epcc.ca/
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