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Lottie was a devout Catholic. 
She extended this great faith 
through her 61 years as a 
member of the Catholic 
Womenôs League. During her 
time as the London Diocesan 
President from 1974ð1976 
she lead with great 
compassion, always caring for 
the less fortunate. She had 
great interest in Social Justice 
Issues across the diocese, 
Canada and other countries. 
Lottie received her Life 
Members pin in 1976.  She 
always continued to mentor 
others and her knowledge of 
the League was of great help 
for others. She was always 
willing to share that 

knowledge.  Her Polish 
heritage meant a great deal to 
her and she had a marvelous 
voice and took pleasure in 
sharing her talent in her 
church bu t  a lso  a t 
convention. She also was very 
involved in the St. Vincent 
de Paul organization in 
Harrow. 
 
For those who came to know 
her well we always were 
delighted when she could 
join us at conventions and 
especially on our Diocesan 
Annual Retreat. 
 
Pat Rivest, Shirley George 
Trucy Cornelis and I had the 

privilege of attending her 
90th birthday last October. 
 
Lottie lived our Theme ñWE 
HAVE SEEN the LORD ïHE 
IS IN USò and the Lord 
shone forth in Lottie. 
 
She will be greatly missed.   
 
Let the perpetual light shine 
upon her, May she rest in 
peace. 
 

Mary Jean  

Remembering our Life MemberñLottie Gorski 

October 28th 1923ñFebruary 1st, 2014 
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Presidentõs ReportñMary Jean Horne 

òHe takes care of His people 

like a Shepherd. He 

gathers them like lambs in 

His arms and carries them 

close to Him.ó     Isaiah 40:11 

 

 

We are touched by Godôs 
tendernessðall the tenderness of 
a gentle father. When we read 
this passage and reflect on it we 
can see how God keeps each of 
us close to him. This is my prayer 
for each of you that you will treat 
your sisters in the League and all 
that we come in touch with, 
tenderness and kindness. 
 
As I prepare my report it is -10C 
or 14F. As always I have on my 
old trusty sweater plus a turtle 
neck. It has been a very cold 
winter with sub-zero temperatures 
plus many road and school 
closures. We will all be looking 
forward to spring.   
 
Thank you to the councils that 
sent in their annual reports 
within the requested time frame. 
To the presidentôs, thank you for 
your reports telling the successes 
of your councilôs achievements. 
Just as you would not keep your 
light under a basket you have let 
your light glow.  
 
The diocesan executive and the 
convention committee have been 
very busy planning the 94th 
Annual Diocesan Convention to 
be held April 28thð30th, 2014 in 
the beautiful city of Windsor at 
the St. Clair Centre for the Arts. 
The Essex & Windsor regions 
have been planning for some 
time assuring that nothing is 

forgotten. Please plan to attend 
and enjoy hearing your National 
President, Betty Anne Brown-
Davidson speak on how she has 
seen the Lord. Sister Linda Dube, 
from Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Home will share with us the new 
home that they have established. 
Come dressed for the ñPrice is 
Right For Murderò on Tuesday 
evening  
 
This is the year you get to elect 
the new executive for the London 
Diocesan Council, please 
remember to bring your 
instructed vote. For those of you 
who are not participating in the 
voting, we will have a parallel 
programme for you.  We, the 
executive and the Windsor & 
Essex Region look forward to 
seeing each of you. 
 
Marie Theresa, Lucy and their 
teams have been very busy doing 
Catch the Fire Workshops. They 
have been well received and there 
is a lot of interaction. If you have 
not attended one or wish to host 
one please contact a member of 
the executive or your regional 
chairperson. 
 
I have been very busy with visits 
to our ecumenical sisterhoodôs 
workshops and conventions. I 
have also had the privilege to 
bring greetings of behalf of the 
members of the London Diocese 
to your councils on your 
anniversaries. Cam Cadotte and I 
had the privilege to present 
seminarian Tim Theriault with 
the Bishop Sherlock Bursary. 
 
Pope Francis continues to amaze 

us with his connection to the 
people, especially those who are 
broken, sick, poor, destitute and 
living on the fringe of society. In 
Pope Francisô Christmas message 
he said ñGod never gives 
someone a gift they are not 
capable of receiving. If he gives us 
the gift of Christmas, it is 
because we all have the ability to 
understand and receive it. All of 
us from the holiest of saints to 
the sinners to the purest to the 
most corruptò.  Each of you has 
many gifts that God has given 
you and you understand. Share 
those gifts with others. Whether 
you have accepted a position on 
your executive or members you 
are a gift to each other. 
  
I hope you were able to attend 
one of our Winter Retreats. I will 
be looking forward to seeing you 
at the Annual Diocesan 
Convention. 
 
ñLove:  It is a celebration. It 
opens our eyes and hearts and 
minds even wider. It encourages 
us to welcome the worldò. 
 

Happy Easter:  

 

God bless 

Mary Jean 
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As we know, the church 
is not just a humanly created 
institution, but part of Godôs 
divine plan.  It is not simply 
programmes and ministries and 
buildings and hierarchical 
structures.  These are various 
elements of the church, but in 
reality these serve a much higher 
purpose.   They exist so that the 
church can fulfill its mission of 
being the meeting-place between 
God and his people.  The church 
is called to be the visible sign of 
Godôs presence in the world.  As 
members of the Catholic 
Womenôs League of Canada, you 
are a part of that church.  YOU 
are called to be that visible sign.  
Actively practicing your faith is 
not an option, especially if you 
are involved in the leadership of 
the League.  You and your sisters 
in the League are called to help 
others understand that, as 

church, we are all members of 
the family of God - rich or poor, 
strong or weak, male or female, 
young or old, and so on.  We are 
called to care for one another.  
Our love for one another and 
our respect for one another is a 
fundamental element of our faith 
in Jesus.  Everything we do can 
be a way to meet Jesus in each 
other and to touch his presence 
more deeply.  However, to 
recognize him, we must first 
know him.  That is why the 
spiritual must never be neglected 
nor downplayed in our League 
meetings and gatherings.  Doing 
the work of Jesus is missing a 
major component if we do not 
first bring Jesus into the work 
through our prayer and 
reflection.  We are children of 
God, which implies relationship, 
and not just workers of God, 
which implies achievers of tasks.  

Our work should flow out of our 
love and heart knowledge (not 
merely head knowledge) of our 
Saviour.  And as we know Jesus 
better, then we can lead others to 
know him better through our 
words and actions.  According to 
the Fathers of Vatican II, 
ñthrough the preaching [and 
living] of the gospel, the church 
makes the heavenly light of 
Christ visible to the whole 
worldò (On the Church, 1).  
Women of the League, go make 
Christôs light visible to the whole 
world! 
 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray 
for us. 
 
God Bless,  
 

Fr. Matthew Kucharski 
 

Spiritual Advisor, Rev. Fr. Matthew Kucharski  

I want you to share your Bread with the hungry  

Open your homes to the homeless poor  

Give clothes to those who have nothing to wear  

And do not refuse to help your own relatives  

Remove the yoke of injustice  

Let the oppressed be free  

 

 
           Isaiah  58 
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1st Vice- PresidentñAngela Pellerin 

Resolutions Standing Committee Chairperson 

We have entered the season of 
Lent, a time to reflect on how 
much Jesus loves us even to the 
point of dying on a cross for our 
sins.  It is a time to give thanks for 
our many blessings. 
 
Even though we have not had any 
resolutions during my term as 
chairperson, I have been 
encouraged by the interest shown 
during discussions at the Catch 
the Fire workshops. It was also 
good to see, in reviewing the 
annual reports that many councils 
take the time to study past 
resolutions. 
 
While at a dinner with friends, 
one of them (not a CWL member, 
not even a woman) remarked on 
the good work the Catholic 
Womenôs League does. It is a real 

boost when people recognize what 
we do and one of the most 
important things we in the League 
do, is speak up to the government 
on issues that affect us all. We do 
this through our resolutions. 
 
Last year a resolution was passed 
at provincial on reducing the 
stigma of mental illness. Today I 
watched W5 which discussed this 
issue. They talked with university 
students who had experienced 
depression to such a point that 
they had attempted/considered 
suicide and also spoke to military 
personnel suffering from post-
t raumatic stress disorder.  
Following this, the local news 
showed the new London Mental 
Health Centre that will open later 
this year and talked about the 
stigma of mental illness. Has your 

council had a speaker on mental 
illness? If not, this might be a 
good time to have someone talk to 
your members on this topic as 
many families are touched by this. 
 
I am coming to the end of my 
term as your Resolut ion 
Chairperson on diocesan council 
and I urge you to continue the 
good work. A resolutions/
legislation workshop is available 
and I am sure the new chairperson 
would be happy to hold a 
workshop for your councils. 
 
Thank you for your support over 
the past 2 years. May Our Lady of 
Good Counsel continue to bless 
you as you work for God and 
Canada. 

Angela 

To Those of us Born 1930 ñ1979 

 

As infants & children, we would ride in cars with no car seats,  

no booster seats, no seat belts, no air bags, bald tires & sometimes no brakes.  
 

Riding in the back of a pick -up truck on a warm day was always a special treat.  
 

We drank water from the garden hose and not from a bottle.  
 

We shared one soft drink with four friends, from one bottle  

and no one actually died from this.  
 

We would leave home in the morning and play all day,  

as long as we were back when the streetlights came on.  
 

No one was able to reach us all day.  And, we were OKAY.  
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Organization/Membership Standing Committee Chairperson 
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waiting to be asked to make a 
presentation at your council. It is 
not too late to do so and it is an 
essential part in providing 
development training for the 
members.  Do consider it if you 
havenôt already done so! 
 
For all those who are new to the 
position of President-Elect, I want 
to first of all congratulate you in 
being elected or taking on this 
position.  This is a great 
opportunity to learn more about 
the league, in preparing yourself 
for a leadership role and to 
personally know the members in 
your council.   Please review the 
responsibilities of this position in 
the Executive Handbook  ORG-1 
thru to ORG-3, which includes 
Recruiting and Maintaining 
M e mbe r s h ip ,  Le a de r s h ip 
Development, League Resource 
Material, Annual Reports, Life 
Membership and Resources and 
References.  If this is your second 
year, is there anything that you 
wanted or  should have 
accomplished by the end of your 
term.  This is the time to review 
your accomplishments to date 
and find out what you need to do 
to reach your goals before the end 
of your term. 

 
I am looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the Winter Retreats 
which are being held in various 

locations across the Diocese.  Our 
first one will be held in Chatham 
on February 15th, our next one on 
March 1st in London and the 
third will be on March 15th in 
Goderich.  Please contact your 
Regional Chairperson for more 
details.   

 
Before you know it, Lent will be 
upon us, a time of fasting, alms 
giving and prayer.  After that, 
Easter, a time of rejoicing, and 
thanksgiving!  Then, it will be 
time for convention and 
elections.  This is an exciting 
time, as God willing, I will take 
on the duties of your next 
London Diocesan President!  I 
pray that you will keep me in your 
prayers as I prepare spiritually and 
mentally to be guided by the Holy 
Spirit in this new position, and 
throughout the next two years!   
 
May our Lady of Good Counsel 
pray for us! 
 
 

Marie- Theresa 

It seems that our conversation 
starters lately have been all about 
the weather!  I must say, it has 
been quite the year with the 
record amount of snow, the bone 
chilling winds and record 
breaking ñFreezingò temperatures.  
The good news is ï we know that 
this too will come to an end and 
soon we will be complaining 
about how hot the weather is, or 
how much rain or lack of rain we 
have.  This is life! . . . and life 
goes on whether we agree with it 
or not!  Let us give praise to the 
Lord for the blessings that we do 
have . . . beginning with our life, , 
our family and friends, the air we 
breathe, the water we have to 
drink, the food we eat and a roof 
over our heads to keep us warm! 
 
Much has been happening over 
the past few months, besides 
gearing up for the cold weather . . 
planning for the Convention in 
Windsor, finalizing annual 
reports, ñCatch the Fireò 
presentations, and spending time 
with family and friends at 
Christmas time . . . all good stuff!    
Shortly we will be presenting our 
Winter Retreat Days!  These days 
will be taking the place of our Fall 
Regional Days, as we wanted to 
encourage as many Councils as 
possible to take advantage of our 
ñCatch the Fireò presentations.  
By the way, we have a team just 
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Since Easter is late this year our 
convention will be at the very end 
of April.  I have sent out letters to 
all those eligible to let their 
names stand for election to the 
London Diocesan Council of the 
CWL.  They were returned to me 
by Jan. 15th and now I have sent 
out the Nomination for Elections 
forms to each Parish CWL 
Council President.   
 
Please make your selection for the 
person best suited to each 
position at a general meeting and 
fill out the form, sign it and mail 
it back to me.  Please donôt forget 
to keep a copy for your records 
and a copy for the president  to 
bring to convention to help her 
during the elections process.  I 
hope to hear back from every 
Parish CWL Council before the 
end of March. 
 
I have asked each council to send 
pictures and write-ups for the 
different things they are doing in 
their councils.  I hope to hear 
from all those councils who have 
not sent anything in before now 
by the end of March.  Please, 
please, please lets include 
everyone in our archives. 
 

Faith, fun and fellowship to all 
my sisters in the League! 
 
God bless! 
 

Lucy 

 
 

 

To you I call, for you will 

surely heed me, O God;  

turn your ear to me; hear 

my words éééPsalm 16  

Amen, I say to you; 

whatever you ask in prayer, 

believe that you will  receive, 

and it shall be given to, says 

the Lord ééMark 11  

 

I sit here on a blustery winterôs 
eve wondering where the month 
of January has gone.  It seems that 
as I get older, time flies even 
faster.  Wow! 
 
First off I want to thank all the 
Parish Historians who sent in 
their annual reports.  They were 
well done and it is great to hear 
that so much is being done in 
your parish to keep a complete 
history of the fine work you are 
doing in support of your parish 
and the community at large.  May 
God bless all of you as you keep 
up your fine work. 
 
We are busy making plans for our 
Winter Retreat, which should 
bring a time of renewal and 
spiritual inspiration as we prepare 
to enter into the Lenten season.  
We are blessed to have this season 
of renewal in our Catholic 
calendar year.  We have the 
opportunity once again to be 
reborn in the Risen Lord. 
 

Past- PresidentñLucy Hendrikx 

Historian, Nomination & Elections 
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prayers and actions to protect 
those who are victims and for 
those who are the perpetrators.  
London Diocese is requested to 
continue the ñPornography Hurtsò 
postcard campaign in the month of 
June.  More information is 
forthcoming. 
 
One issue in communications has 
come to a head during our mailing 
campaigns of recent.  Many 
addresses for councils do not have 
the 911 address updated.   We 
have had many, many convention 
packages returned because our 
information only has ñR.R.ò or 
Rural Route numbers that are no 
longer acceptable for mail.  Please 
make sure your  reg ional 
representative or Cam Cadotte has 
your correct mailing addressing 
including the ñ911 codeò and / or 

the PO Box number.  Thanks for 
looking after this as the postage 
alone is very expensive.  We really 
would like to get all materials out 
to every council. 
 
I am looking forward to meeting 
many of you in convention in 
Windsor April 28 ï 30, 2014.  
Please look at the all-inclusive meal 
package and plan to have Fun!  
Fun!  Fun!ô 
 
Blessings,    
 

Rebecca 

ñThe single biggest problem in 
communication is the illusion 
that it has taken place.ò  
ˈ George Bernard Shaw 

 
Isnôt that the truth!  Have we really 
taken the time to explain / inform 
others ï or do we think that our 
unspoken or unexplained thoughts 
and ideas have been correctly 
conceived by others?   
 
Welcome all to 2014 é the Year of 
Hope in our Christian Calendar.  
Please pray for all those seen and 
unseen so that there is HOPE for 
the future. 
 
Especially, we are called to pray for 
the vulnerable in our society.  
Under this chairmanship, we are 
responsible for those affected by 
Pornography.  Continue your 

2nd Vice- PresidentñRebecca McCarrell 

Communications Standing Committee Chairperson   
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Look for Rebeccaõs òRecall 

Noticeó -  to be found on Page 12 

Corresponding SecretaryñKathleen Pasquini 

quietly to feel Godôs presence. I 
hope that those who attended the 
Winter Retreat were given a good 
start on preparing for Lent. 
 
I would like to say thank you to all 
the members who have supported 
and encouraged me while on the 
diocesan executive for the past ten 
years. Thank you éé Thank you. 
I will always treasure this 
experience and have been truly 
blessed by the many faith filled 
women, who graciously give of 
their talents and time for the 
league. 

Happy Easter to all and I hope to 
see you in Windsor, April 28, 29 
& 30, where we have planned a 
wonderful convention. 
 
May our Lady of Good Counsel 
continue to watch over each of 
you and your families 
 
Godôs Blessings, 
 

Kathleen  

As corresponding secretaries, 
always keep the Diocesan theme 
ñWe have seen the Lord ï He is 
in usò, near your hearts and 
minds when you send out your 
correspondence. I have enjoyed 
meeting and sharing with so many 
of you over these past two years as 
Corresponding Secretary for the 
London Diocesan Council. It is 
always a pleasure to be together to 
share and grow spiritually. 
 
By the time you read this we will 
be very close to Easter. So as we 
prepare for Easter take a moment 
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Treasurer ñMadeleine Visser  

Proverbs 24:3-4  By wisdom a house 
is built, and by understanding it is 
established; and by knowledge the 
rooms are filled with all precious and 
pleasant riches.  
 
Wow! This statement is deep and 
holds such meaning for the job of 
the treasurer!  
 
As my term of treasurer of the 
London Diocese draws to a close, I 
want to thank each of you for your 
input, your guidance, your 
friendship and your willingness to 
look at your positions under a 
different light. The Treasurer's 
position at your parish level is very 
important, you are the person with 
the knowledge and wisdom of how 
your council can proceed to do the 
many acts of kindness that you 
do...to be able to support your 
parish, and your community. I 
want you to know how much my 
position relies on your reports and 
your diligence in completing them 
on time. Without your reports I 
would have nothing to report to 
the hierarchy within the League 
and without your timely cheques 
to National with the dues, our 
Diocese is unable to conduct the 
business to continue to provide 
educa t i on  {Conven t ions } , 
workshops, Retreats, a day at the 
Shrine etc, which in turn allows 
you to bring back to your councils 
your wisdom, knowledge and 
understanding of what is 
happening within your own 
backyard, and the world. Without 
your support to the timelines of 
reporting {year-end reports} and 
membership dues, which are due 
January 1st each year. The 
Diocesan Treasurer is unable to 

fulfill the requirements of the 
position, such as sending the 
treasurer's reports in on time, 
creating a budget etc.  
 
I am going to go over the Role of 
the Treasurer at the Parish level, 
which I hope will adhere to the 
timelines for whomever follows me 
in this position.  
 
You can download the Guideline 
for Treasurer's by going to 
www.cwl.ca 
 
The Secret Recipe to doing year 
end Treasurer Report: Submitted 
by Treasurer, London Diocesan 
Council 

I am positive there are many 
treasurerôs out there who are 
confused by what goes whereé.I 
want to take this opportunity to 
simplify the report to you so that it 
reflects your true budget and 
payouts. 
 
The year-end report is an example 
of the sections you need in your 
budget.  Should your books be set 
up like the report, it is an easy 
thing just to copy the numbers 
from your tally sheet to the proper 
line in the report.   If you are 
unable to wait until the end of 
December to do this, estimate 
what will be going out  for the 
period to the end of the year and 
send the report to the Diocesan 
Treasurer the beginning of 
December. 
 
As the treasurer, you have agreed 
to doing these reports so I am 
sorry there is no way around them.  
The report is broken into sections 

that  are aspects of  our 
responsibility. 
 
The first is our PARISH.  Report 
what you spend to support the 
parish, broken into sections: 
 
¶ Donations for church, parish, 
rectory, etc.:  This is a 
ñmaintenance clauseòémoney you 
have donated towards material 
thingsébuilding fund, repairs to 
the roof, new equipment in the 
kitchen, etc. 
 
¶ Gifts for clergy or staff:  how 
much money has been spent on 
Birthday gifts, anniversary gifts, a 
new stole, lunch for the staff, and 
so on. 
 
¶ Gifts for sacraments:  do you 
spend money on baptismal scarves, 
or passports?  What do you give to 
the newly married?  Do you 
support RCIA, 1st Communion, 
1st Confession, Confirmation?  
These expenditures are reported 
here. 
 
Now, how do you support 
MISSIONS?  What do you think 
MISSIONS iséMission work is 
any work done to support others 
in their ministry to others.  We 
have several categories 
 
¶ Catholic Missions in Canada 
ï straight forward ï only 
donations to this organization goes 
on this line. 
 
¶ 3rd World, Save-A Family, etc    
- much confusion in this areaé3rd 
world missions would include 

(Continued on page 10) 


